[Is perforating appendicitis a separate disease picture?].
Large epidemiological studies recently published suggest that perforating appendicitis may represent a separate disease entity. To find out whether perforating and nonperforating appendicitis may be distinguished by clinical features (history and examination, lab tests) data from 519 cases of acute appendicitis (17.7% perforations) were analysed, and significant differences were recorded in various aspects of history and clinical examination. It was concluded that perforating and nonperforating appendicitis may clinically be distinguished reliably in the majority of cases.